
As Hirsch Lyons Schools stand on the threshold of entering its 34th year, it behoves us to remember 
our humble beginnings and to reflect on the uniqueness of our school. 
 

Hirsch Lyons School is unique in that it is totally non-political and is affiliated only with our Torah. It 
works as part of and within our Jewish community. 
 

Our school follows our great Litvishe heritage and customs which include the love and knowledge of our 
Torah and yiras Shamayim (awe and fear of Hashem) on a foundation of good middos, derech eretz and 
chessed. 
 

The word Torah means instruction. The Torah instructs and guides us in all these areas of Derech Eretz, 
good character traits, love of our fellow man, integrity, appreciation of the magnificent world Hashem 
created and for all that we have in life. 

 

The Torah instructs us on the importance of Torah education. 
 

We say in the Shema twice daily: “….And you shall teach your children to discuss (the words of Torah) 

when you sit in your home, while you walk on your way, when you lie down to sleep and when you 
arise.” 

 

Again the Torah instructs us as in Devorim 4:9-10: 
“And you shall make the Torah known to your children and to your children’s children the day you 
stood before Hashem, your G-d, at Sinai” 

 

Of course. In addition, we give an excellent secular education - IEB matric in the high schools with 
qualified teachers throughout our schools. Hirsch Lyons School is well known for its secular results. 
 

A huge thank you to our capable staff and parent body. Their outstanding achievements at Hirsch Lyons 
School would not be possible without their dedicated team effort. 
 

In conclusion, one cannot top the important message brought to my attention by Mrs Bev Isaacs that 
I have spoken of many times. 
 

The world renowned child psychologist and author Dr Chaim Ginnot writes: 
“I am a survivor of a concentration camp. My eyes saw what no person should witness: gas chambers 
built by learned engineers. Children poisoned by educated physicians. Infants killed by trained nurses. 
So, I am suspicious of education. 

 

Help your children become human. Your efforts must never produce learned monsters, skilled 
psychopaths or educated Eichmanns. Reading, writing and arithmetic are important only if they serve 
to make our children more human” 

 

He explains quite evocatively, that the purpose of education is not merely to teach students facts, but 
rather, to instil a sense of humanity, compassion and tenderness within our students’ hearts and 
souls. 
 

As Mrs B. Isaacs said “This, I believe, is the triumph of Hirsch Lyons 
School.” .  
May we merit to continue building the future together and be privileged to see another generation of 
our youth follow in the illustrious footsteps of our avos and imahos in the midst of Hashem’s abundant 



Over the generations, we as a people have sacrificed to see that this great heritage we acquired with the 
giving of Torah at Sinai is passed on to our children. 
 

Do not think that this sacrifice is something in the past. Unfortunately, it has crept into our lives here in 
beautiful South Africa where life was so plentiful for us in past years and came to many of us with 
relative ease. Yet, so fundamental is a Torah education, We sacrifice so much for our earthly needs; we 
dare not forget the spiritual needs of our soul. 

 

It is with heavy hearts, that we watch our parents face these very difficult financial times! Please know 
and be assured that we are working hard to address this, so that the financial burden placed on all of 
us will be eased. We hear you and are with you! 

 

We too, at school, are facing the same – the cost of our school continues to rise even as we are 
committed to give your child the very best education in both Torah and secular studies. 
 

May Hashem give us all emunah, the courage and strength to face these difficult economic times and to 

stand up against decaying and deteriorating moral values, so rampant in our generation and seyatah 

d’shemaya to find the right solution. 
. 


