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A message from Morah Dina Goldefein 

Reflecting on 5779… 
We have been truly blessed with a wonderful and busy 2019 school year. We are so proud of our students- their 
middos; their kindness; warmth; their integrity; their willingness to help and their desire to learn, bli ayin hara. 
Every visitor to our school recognises their remarkable gentleness, derech eretz and pleasantness. 
  
I am sure you join me in thanking Hashem and praising Him for the blessings of the year and for everything we 
have in our school and in our lives. From the wisdom, determination and guidance of Mrs Goldfein to the care and 
concern that our teachers have for every student; from the warmth, love and smiles of Mrs Schneiderman to the 
tough security guards and dedicated ground staff. 
 
Capturing all the nachas-moments of the year 5779 at HLGHS is almost impossible. We have been blessed with a 
full and fun year of growth and inspiration. 
 

 

 

Something that stands out strongly is the uniqueness of Hirsch Lyons Students. Our students are worldly and aware of the 
challenges facing our modern world, while simultaneously having a clear recognition that Hashem is running this world and that 
His Torah is the ultimate guide in all we do.  
 
As an example, our matriculants, at their farewell celebrated a siyum on Sefer Bamidbar.  
 
As an example, our matriculants, at their farewell celebrated a siyum on Sefer Bamidbar. Their farewell speech summarised the 
parshiyos of Bamidbar and brilliantly connected the events and lessons of the sefer with praises of and thanks to every staff 
member. It was a true delight to see such a clear marriage of Torah and every aspect of our Talmidos’ lives. 
 
Our students humbly accept the will of Hashem and have done so much to improve the lives of those in need.  We have been 
involved in chesed and outreach programmes with Sandringham Gardens, Selwyn Segal, Our Parents’ Home, the Union of Jewish 
Women, Kosher Meals on Wheels, Yad Aharon, Maria Kloppers Orphanage, Orange Grove Primary School and the Charlette 
Maxeke Hospital (Jo’burg Gen) as well as assisting in many homes in the community on a weekly basis. This is a huge 
accomplishment for teenagers living in a world of self-entitlement and selfishness. 
 
Before leaving this world, in one of Moshe Rabbeinu’s final speeches in Parshas Netzavim he instructs Bnei Yisrael (Devarim 
30:19/20) : 
  
ים ִ֤ ַחּי  ֶות֙  ַהַֽ י ְוַהּמ ָ֨ ּת  ַתַ֣ יָך נ  ֶנֶ֔ ָ֖ה ְלפ  כ  ָ֑ה ַהְּבר  ל  ַחְרּת ֙  ְוַהְּקל  ַֽ ים ּוב  ַחּי ֶ֔ ַען ַּבַֽ ְחֶיָ֖ה ְלַמַ֥ ַֽ ה ....ּת  ַ֥ ָך ַאּת  ה֙  :ְוַזְרֶעַֽ ֲהב  ַ֣ה ְלַאַֽ ֹקיָך ֶאת־  עַ֙ ֱאלֶֶֹ֔ ְׁשֹמַ֥ ֹו ל  ֹו ְּבֹקלָ֖ ה־בָ֑ ְבק  י ּוְלד  ַ֣ ּוא ּכ  יָך֙  הִ֤ ֶרְך ַחֶּיָ֨ יָך ְוֹאַ֣  י ֶמֶ֔
 
I have put before you life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life—so that you and your offspring will live— To love the L-rd 

your Gd, to listen to His voice, and to cleave to Him. For He is your life and the length of your days. 

As Moshe Rabeinu says, we need to see the choice of life or death, of blessing or curse that is placed before us every single day. 

The modern world exposes us to many realities that are totally contrary to Torah. Our challenge today is to fight against the 

trends of our society and uphold the values of Torah. We have to see what is truly good- as defined by Hashem and His Torah and 

“uvecharta bachaim” - we have to choose Life! 

I thank Hashem for the honour and privilege of working with and having students who have made a choice of Life. People who are 

focussed on Hashem, His Torah, on doing random acts of kindness. People who are choosing to improve themselves and battle 

through modern challenges in the service of Hashem on a daily basis. It is a joy to come to school to daven with students who 

want to daven, who respect others while davening; it is a joy to teach students who want to learn and who can maintain this 

commitment even without adult supervision. 

Precious Talmidos, may you be zoche to make choices that following the footsteps of the great women who came before us. Of 

the Kindness of Sara, the strength, generosity and wisdom of Rivka and the compassion and understanding of Rachel and Leah 

Imoseinu.  May you walk in the ways of Hashem, bring much nachas to your parents, and may you be among those who are zoche 

to welcome Mashiach and the geula speedily in our days. 

Wishing you a rejuvenating and inspiring holiday and Chanukkah. 

 


