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When I meet people who are not familiar with Hirsch Lyons Boys High, they ask me “Where is Hirsch 

Lyons Boys?” I tend to tell them that we are in Cyrildene, at which point they tell me how their best 

friend or family member grew up in Cyrildene. I recently heard a Dvar Torah from Rabbi Eytan Feiner that 

made me think of “Where is Hirsch Lyons Boys” in a different light. He asked, in the name of the Chassam 

Sofer, how the occurrence of Kayin and Hevel (Cain and Abel) seems unfair. Kayin, the wrong-doing 

brother, killed Hevel and went on to live to see nachas from seven generations of descendants. Hevel, on 

the other hand, the “good-doing” brother, was murdered before his time and did not live to see his 

descendants at all! 

The answer given is that it only seems unfair when looked upon from a relatively short-term view. Kayin, 

the murderous brother, had descendants who died out after seven generations. Hevel, his brother, was 

reincarnated as Adam’s third son, Shes. Shes’s descendant was Noach who rebuilt the world and all of 

humanity! Not only that, Shes was reincarnated as Moshe, the greatest prophet and the giver of the 

Torah! While Kayin existed for a ‘mere’ seven generations, Hevel continues to exist today with 

descendants who ‘include the Jewish People! 

This made me reconsider the “Where is Hirsch Lyons Boys” question. The answer is that Hirsch Lyons 

Boys are located on the path of success. 95% of Hirsch Lyons Boys graduates have gone on to learn in 

Yeshiva, 95% have been accepted into their first choice degree, 8% have been accepted into Medical 

School, 7% have been accepted into Engineering. Even more impressive than that is that Hirsch Lyons 

Boys are back at Hirsch Lyons; they are teaching and coaching at Hirsch Lyons, coming on Hirsch Lyons 

Shabbatonim as madrichim, and often come back to visit their old teachers and school. 

I am very proud of our graduates and I know that I will be even more proud of our future graduates. This 

is because I see the school improving even further. There have been corrections and refinements in the 

levels of excellence of Torah and academics, in the warmth and love within the school and in sensitivity of 

“menschlichkeit.”  

I am extremely proud of our current students. As we approach the end of the year, I get nachas from 

seeing the growth of our talmidim. More than half of the Junior High are making a Gemara siyum on the 

completion of Perek Eilu Metzios, The entire Grade 7 and 8 classes are making a siyum on the completion 

of Sefer Vayikra and the Senior Yeshiva group are making a siyum on the first perek of Bava Kamma! 

These major accomplishments are achieved by keeping an eye on the greater goal of greatness and 

importance of Torah. Every day they learn a little more, they grow a little more and they mature a little 

more. They learn this approach by seeing the older boys who regularly go learn in the Yeshiva Gedola. 

They see them doing extra learning after school, during exams and even during their holidays. These role-

models, coupled with the rebbeim who show care, dedication and commitment to Torah, Mesorah and to 

their talmidim are the ingredients needed for a successful Torah programme. 

Derech eretz kodma laTorah. It is with this guiding beacon that the talmidim have committed themselves 

to doing chessed over the year. There are regular scheduled volunteering opportunities at Yad Aharon 

and at Sandringham Gardens. One of the highlights of the year was our Yarchei Kalla, four days of shiurim 
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and learning, which was run at Sandringham Gardens and Selwyn Segal. The talmidim spent these four 

days mingling and schmoozing with the residents giving them comfort and love. 

This is where Hirsch Lyons Boys High are; we are in the pages of the Torah, on the path to worldly success 

and on the lookout to help our fellow. 

Thank you to all those who have been involved in Hirsch Lyons during 2019. Wishing you Hashem’s 

blessings of nachas from your children, happiness and contentment in all that you do and continues 

success Hirsch Lyons. 

 

 


